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Surprise in Rom
As the National Socialists had no use for Papen as Vice-
Chancellor, he was always employed when there was a
question of obviating conflict with the Catholic Church.
As early as March 1933, an open conflict of this nature had
broken out between the National Socialists and the Catholic
and Protestant bishops, because the S.A., whenever possible,
took measures against the churches and their institutions.
Papen, a Catholic and papal chamberlain to boot, was
dispatched to the German bishops in his capacity as a
member of the Government to persuade them to comply
with the demands of the N.S.D.A.P.
As this mediation of Papen's only eased the tension for a
short while, the Government decided at the beginning of
April to send him to Rome with the object of initiating fresh
negotiations with the Pope himself. This was to give Papen
the opportunity of soliciting the Pope's help in another
matter: Dr. Dollfuss, the Austrian Chancellor, who was a
strict Catholic, must be made to give up his resistance to
National Socialism.
But Hitler did not trust Papen. Especially when his
mission was outside the range of the National Socialist Party.
He therefore deputed Goering, who was officially Papen's
subordinate, to fly to Rome at the same time in order to
keep an eye on Papen, and also to start negotiations between
the National Socialist Party and Mussolini.
Opinion in Italy at that time was by no means friendly
to Hitler. It was considered very peculiar that Papen and
Goering were sent at one and the same time, and that two
men who belonged to the same Government had such com-
pletely different views and almost always contradicted each
other.
And then came a very painful surprise. When Goering,
who at that time was Minister of the Interior and Com-
missioner for Prussia, landed in Rome, a telegram from
Hitler was handed to him. It was addressed to * Prime
Minister Goering * and read as follows:
* I appoint you Prime Minister of Prussia as from to-day